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The air was charged with anticipation. Under the Friday night lights of St. Paul High School, a classic 
California high school football showdown was set to unfold. On one side stood the Mission Viejo 
Diablos, a program synonymous with excellence, national rankings, and a relentless pipeline of 
Division I talent. On the other, the St. Paul Swordsmen, a team with a storied history of its own, 

prepared to defend their home turf and prove they could stand toe-to-toe with the best in the state. 
The date was August 29, 2025, and this non-league game was poised to be a pivotal moment for both 

teams' seasons. 
Mission Viejo, having already started their season with a hard-fought 7-3 victory over a formidable 

Santa Margarita team, came into this contest with a 1-0 record and a renewed sense of purpose. The 
Diablos' offense, led by senior quarterback Luke Fahey, a highly-touted Ohio State commit, was 

known for its disciplined execution and ability to make big plays. Their win against Santa Margarita, a 
defensive battle, had shown that they could grind out a victory when needed, but their explosive 

potential, highlighted by Fahey's connection with wide receiver Jack Junker, was a constant threat. 
The defense, anchored by stars like Jeron Jones and Jayden "JD" Hill, was a physical unit that prided 

itself on shutting down opponents and creating turnovers. For Mission Viejo, this game was not just 
about securing another win; it was about solidifying their status as a national contender and building 

momentum for the challenging league schedule ahead. 
St. Paul, a team with a rich tradition in Southern California football, was looking to make a statement. 
The Swordsmen entered the game with an underdog mentality, but with a roster full of gritty, athletic 

players who were not intimidated by the Diablos' national reputation. Their home crowd, known for its 
passionate support, was ready to create a hostile environment for the visiting team. St. Paul's offense, 
led by senior quarterback Gabriel Castaneda, was designed to be balanced, with a strong emphasis 

on a rushing attack that could wear down a defense. Their own defense was built on speed and 
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aggression, looking to swarm to the ball and force quick decisions. For St. Paul, a victory against 
Mission Viejo would be a program-defining moment, a win that would announce their arrival as a force 

to be reckoned with in the competitive landscape of California high school football. 
The matchup was a classic contrast in styles: Mission Viejo's highly polished, big-play offense against 
St. Paul's determined, hard-nosed defense. The game promised to be a true test of wills, and as the 

sun began to dip below the horizon, casting long shadows across the field, the atmosphere in the 
stadium was electric. The roar of the crowd, the anticipation on the sidelines, and the focus in the 

eyes of the players all pointed to one thing: a battle for supremacy that would be remembered long 
after the final whistle. 
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First Half: A Defensive Chess Match 

The opening kickoff set the tone for the first half, which quickly devolved into a defensive chess 
match. Both teams' game plans were clear: Mission Viejo sought to establish its air raid, while St. Paul 

was determined to make the game a physical, low-scoring affair. The Swordsmen's defensive line, 
playing with a ferocity that caught many by surprise, consistently put pressure on Mission Viejo's 
quarterback, Luke Fahey. They were able to get penetration and disrupt the timing of the passing 

game, forcing Fahey to scramble and make throws on the run. While Fahey's athleticism allowed him 
to escape the pocket and extend plays, the St. Paul secondary was disciplined in its coverage, 

preventing the explosive, long-yardage plays that the Diablos' offense thrives on. 
St. Paul's offense, in turn, found it equally difficult to move the ball against the formidable Mission 
Viejo defense. The Diablos' front seven, led by Jayden Hill, was a force to be reckoned with. They 
shut down the Swordsmen's running game, forcing them into predictable passing situations. The 

Mission Viejo secondary, featuring standout Jeron Jones, was lockdown, blanketing St. Paul's 
receivers and breaking up passes with textbook precision. The game became a test of field position, 
with both teams relying on their punters to flip the field and put their defense in a favorable position. 
The scoreless tie was finally broken late in the first quarter. Mission Viejo, after a crucial stop on a 

third-and-short, was able to pin St. Paul deep in their own territory. A mishandled snap on the ensuing 
punt resulted in a safety for the Diablos. The two points, while a small lead, felt significant in a game 

where every yard was hard-won. The stadium erupted, and the momentum, ever so slightly, had 
shifted to the visiting side. 

The second quarter saw more of the same, with neither offense able to establish a sustained drive. 
Both teams' defenses were playing with a relentless intensity, and it seemed as though the first team 

to make a significant mistake would be the one to give up points. That mistake came in the final 
minutes of the half. A Mission Viejo running back, fighting for extra yardage, had the ball stripped from 

his hands. St. Paul's linebacker, Kaleb Lauago, was there to scoop up the fumble, and the 
Swordsmen's offense was suddenly in prime scoring position. With a short field, St. Paul's 

quarterback, Gabriel Castaneda, made a quick read and found his receiver open in the flat. The 
receiver turned upfield, broke a tackle, and sprinted into the end zone for a touchdown. The extra 

point was good, and as the halftime whistle blew, the St. Paul Swordsmen had taken the lead, sending 
their fans into a frenzy. 
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Second Half: Momentum Swings and a High-Octane Comeback 

The St. Paul halftime lead, while narrow, seemed to ignite a fire in the Mission Viejo Diablos. Coach 
Chad Johnson's message in the locker room must have been about discipline and execution, because 



the Mission Viejo offense that took the field in the second half was a completely different unit. They 
came out with a sense of urgency, abandoning the predictable runs and allowing their star 

quarterback, Luke Fahey, to take control. 
On their very first drive of the third quarter, Fahey showcased his arm talent. He connected on a 

series of quick slants and out routes, methodically marching his team down the field. The St. Paul 
defense, tired from the relentless pressure of the first half, was finally beginning to show some cracks. 

With the defense stretched, Fahey saw his opportunity. He dropped back and delivered a perfect 
spiral to his favorite target, Jack Junker, who had a step on his defender. Junker hauled in the pass 
and raced untouched for a long touchdown. The score put Mission Viejo back in the lead, and the 

momentum had swung dramatically. 
The St. Paul offense, however, was not about to go down without a fight. They responded with a long, 
time-consuming drive of their own. Their ground game, which had been stymied in the first half, began 

to find some rhythm. Their running back, Marley Luatua, ran with a low center of gravity and a 
punishing style, wearing down the Mission Viejo defensive front. The drive was a testament to the 
Swordsmen's grit, and it culminated in a hard-fought touchdown run. The crowd erupted, and the 

game was once again tied. 
But the Diablos' offense, now operating with a new level of confidence, seemed unstoppable. Fahey 
was in a zone, making every throw with precision and authority. He connected on another deep pass, 
this time to a different receiver, Vance Spafford, who made a spectacular over-the-shoulder catch to 

set up another scoring opportunity. A few plays later, a quick pass to a back out of the backfield 
resulted in another Mission Viejo touchdown. The Diablos had seized control of the game, and their 

offense was firing on all cylinders. The third quarter ended with Mission Viejo holding a two-touchdown 
lead, but the Swordsmen were far from defeated. 
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The Final Act: A Test of Resolve 

The fourth quarter began with St. Paul facing an uphill battle. They needed to score quickly and get a 
stop, and they responded with a sense of desperation. Their offense, abandoning the run, went 

exclusively to the air. Quarterback Gabriel Castaneda showed remarkable poise under pressure, 
delivering strikes into tight windows and keeping the drive alive. They clawed their way down the field, 

and a pass interference call in the end zone gave them a first down on the one-yard line. A 
quarterback sneak on the next play resulted in a touchdown, and with the successful two-point 

conversion, the Swordsmen had pulled within a single score. 
The atmosphere in the stadium was electric. The St. Paul faithful were on their feet, roaring with every 

play, sensing a dramatic comeback. The pressure was on Mission Viejo to respond. The Diablos' 
offense, however, was built for moments like this. They came out and methodically chewed up the 

clock. They relied on their running game, with Davonte Curtis and William Taylor taking turns carrying 
the ball and gaining tough yardage. They moved the chains with a series of hard-fought first downs, 

eating up valuable minutes. The drive was a masterclass in clock management and a display of 
Mission Viejo's strength and depth. 

With under a minute left to play, Mission Viejo faced a third down and short near midfield. The 
Swordsmen's defense, knowing this could be their last stand, blitzed with everything they had. But 

Luke Fahey, with the calm of a seasoned veteran, simply handed the ball off to his running back, who 
burst through a gap and rumbled for a first down. The Swordsmen had no timeouts left, and as the 

clock ticked down to zero, Fahey took a final knee. 



The final whistle blew, and Mission Viejo had secured a hard-fought victory. The final score was not 
indicative of the thrilling nature of the game. It was a contest that tested the character of both teams. 

Mission Viejo, with its star-studded roster, had to overcome adversity and a tough, disciplined 
opponent. St. Paul, in a losing effort, proved they were a legitimate threat, showcasing their heart, 
determination, and ability to hang with the state's best. The game was a showcase of what makes 

high school football so special: the raw emotion, the incredible athletic feats, and the undeniable spirit 
of competition. 
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