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Communication on Engagement (COE) with the UN Global Compact Submitted by the Mayor of Iki City
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Mayor of Iki City
Issei Shinohara
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Iki City where is located in northern Kyusyu is blessed with abundant agricultural and fisheries resources
and has flourished as a key point of exchange between the Asian continent and Japan for more than 2,000
years, preserving a history and culture that have been handed down from generation to generation.

Because it is an isolated island, the impact of population decline is significant. It is a super-aging society
at a level 25 years ahead of the Japanese average, and there are concerns about the weakening of various
industries. In addition, while blessed with abundant nature, the region faces various challenges, such as
the impact of climate change on the agricultural and fisheries industries and the problem of marine debris
drifting into the ocean, and we have a healthy sense of crisis regarding the sustainability of the local

community.

In an unstable society that is becoming more complex every day, Iki City was certified as an SDGs Future
City and Municipal SDGs Model Project by the Cabinet Office in June 2018, and is incorporating the
benefits of Industry 4.0, including Al and IoT.

First, in order to pass on agriculture, a key industry, to the future, we are collaborating with companies,
farmers, and related organizations to demonstrate labor-saving and yield-increasing technologies with the
aim of realizing agriculture that is easy for even the elderly to work in and easy for young people to join.

In addition, we are also focusing on the development of human resources for the next generation through
ESD (Education for Sustainable Development), providing education according to the stage of elementary,
junior high, and high school, and promoting awareness and behavior change from children to adults

through nudges, in order to promote understanding and penetration of the SDGs in the entire region.

In September 2019, we also declared the first "Climate Emergency Declaration" by a municipality and are
actively addressing environmental issues. In addition to coordinating with prior users regarding the
implementing of offshore wind power generation, we are working on the demonstration of an RE hydrogen
system that combines solar power generation and hydrogen storage and are co-creating with domestic and
international stakeholders with the aim of achieving RE100 by 2050 through an energy mix. Furthermore,
in 2024, we received Blue Carbon Credit certification for 974.6 t-CO2 of CO2 absorption in recognition
of our efforts to restore the seagrass beds. Carbon offsets enhance the sustainability of our activities and

contribute to carbon neutrality and the restoration of biodiversity.

As a member of the international community, we are tackling global issues head-on, such as addressing
environmental problems like climate change and improving social welfare.

Taking the lead from small municipalities such as isolated islands, we will contribute to peace and
prosperity in Japan, Asia, and the world by making the transition to a sustainable society that makes the
most of Japanese uniqueness. We will continue to take on the challenge of passing on Iki Island, blessed

with a wonderful history, culture, and nature, to the children of the future.



