
 
 

Communication on Engagement 
 
To: United Nations Global Compact 

 

Period: 1 Jan. 2018 - 31 Dec. 2019 

 

Part I. Statement of Continued Support by the Chief Executive or Equivalent 
 
From: Tina Lindgreen, Chairperson & President 

 

27 April 2020 

 

To: Our Stakeholders 

 

I am pleased to confirm that Water Air Food Awards (WAFA) reaffirms its support to the 

United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) and its 10 Principles in the areas of human 

rights, labor, environment and anti-corruption. This is our Communication on 

Engagement with the UNGC. We welcome feedback. 

 

This document describes the actions that our organization has taken to support the UN 

Global Compact and its principles as suggested for an organization like ours; and to 

promote, support and achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We also 

commit to sharing this information with our stakeholders through our primary channels 

of communication. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tina Lindgreen, 

Chairperson and President 
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Part II. Description of Actions 
 

WAFA’s vision is "Healthy water, air, and food for everyone". 
 

Our mission is "to create a global award platform celebrating the sustainable 
innovations of silent heroes everywhere". 
 

WAFA award celebrations raise public awareness of grassroots sustainable 

environmental solutions. This in turn attracts media coverage, government engagement, 

and funding. Winning the award also motivates winners to scale and replicate their work 

- sharing their solutions with other communities.  

 

The following review summarizes WAFA activities incorporating UNGC principles and 

supporting the SDGs - on our own account and in partnership with like-minded 

stakeholders. 

 
2018 
 

171 applications were received: 83 from Africa, 32 from Asia, 30 from South America, 9 

from Central America, 5 from North America, 5 from Europe, 3 from Middle East and 3 

from Oceania. 
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Winning projects were: 

● Water: Rainwater Harvesting, Mazhapolima, India 
● Air: Family Health Program Solar Ovens, Fuprosomunic, Nicaragua 
● Food: Fish Farm Project, People and Planet Life Foundation, Nigeria 
● Youth: Water Explorer Program, Ebomvini Primary School, South Africa 
 

Each of these low-cost, high-impact innovations has created significant, measurable 

impact in their communities, detailed by the reports below. 

 
 
Rainwater Harvesting, Mazhapolima, India 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Challenge 

Monsoon flooding followed by devastating drought depletes household wells. Mineral 

content in groundwater also damages families’ health. 

 
Solution 

In Thrissur District, Kerala State, India, 72% of households depend on wells which often 

run dry in the dry season. Mazhapolima has undertaken to harvest monsoon runoff. 

Households install a rooftop pipe. Runoff passes through a simple filter to the well. 

Participants pay 25% of installation costs and the state government 75%. 

  
Results 

The project has installed over 30,000 harvesting systems to date and is being scaled 

regionally and nationally. 
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As a result of winning a WAFA Award, Mazhapolima was invited to present the project 

at the first Waterlex Summit in Geneva, 7-8 February. 

 

“This not only ensures water security, but also improves quality. Households whose wells 

go dry in summer and which have hard water with high iron, copper and salt content 

can use this method.” ~Jos Raphael, Secretary, Mazhapolima. 

 
 
Family Health Program Solar Ovens, Fuprosomunic, Nicaragua 
 

         
 

Challenge 

Pollution from wood-fueled stoves causes health problems, especially in children and 

the elderly. 

 

Solution 

Fuprosomunic has enabled communities to develop healthier lifestyles through 

constructing simple solar ovens and food dryers; learning about nutrition; and engaging 

in bio-intensive home gardening, food preservation, water purification, forest 

conservation, etc. This multi-facetted initiative has empowered Nicaraguan communities 

to improve their overall wellbeing. 

 
Results 

745 low-cost solar ovens have been built; the prize money will fund more. Marketing and 

distribution of the ovens is also engaging more and more communities. 

 

At the award event, women shared: "The use of solar cookers has had a great impact 

on us women, because we are the ones who handle the food in the home”.  



 

5 
 

“On behalf of our project’s beneficiaries, the FUPROSOMUNIC team, and indeed of our 

country of Nicaragua, we wish to express our deepest gratitude for the work that WAFA  

is doing around the world.  WAFA is discovering and recognizing the work of 

organizations like ours. We feel the energy that moves WAFA in our midst”.  

~ María Mercedes Álvarez Valle and Gina Rocha, FUPROSOMUNIC Co-Directors   

 

 
Fish Farm Project, People and Planet Life Foundation (PPLF), Nigeria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge 
 

Subsistence agriculture perpetuates food insecurity and poverty, particularly among 

families headed by women. 

 

Solution 
 

PPLF’s aquaculture project trains women to become independent entrepreneurs. A 

“Learning by Doing - Rural Women in Fish Farming” curriculum features: 

● 80% practical training (fish feeding, vaccination, drug application, water oxygen 

balancing, water fertilization, plankton generation and reduction, fish feed making); 

● 20% business skills (business and management, market survey, cashflow analysis, 

record keeping, profit analysis, expansion planning etc.) 

 

Results 
636 women have been trained from 600 households in which 60% are children. 

Household incomes have increased by up to 60%. 345 women have established their 

own fish farms, and 231 have diversified their aquaculture activities.  
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WAFA prize money has furthered scaling and replication with a 10,000-capacity catfish 

farm for 200 women in nearby communities. The farm will also serve as an aquaculture 

learning centre. AVU Community Women Fish Farm has added 800 fish to their ponds  

and extended training to 160 more participants. The Imo State Government has invited 

PPLF to meet about scaling up the project across the state’s 27 local government areas. 

 

Following the Award, PPLF won UNESCO’s innovation award and the Commonwealth 

Secretary General’s 2019 Innovation for Sustainable Development Award.  
  
“This means so much to us in Nigeria. To be recognized for our work, for the 

opportunities to the women and families and to the betterment of our lives.  This helps 

us to put into practice our products and help us to make money and to teach our 

children how they can better their lives.” ~ Female entrepreneur and fish farm trainer at 

the Award event   
 
 
Water Explorer Program, Ebomvini Primary School (EPS), South Africa 

 
Challenge 

Periodic droughts devastate rural areas like Godloza, where EPS is located. 

 
Solution 

EPS staff and students teamed up to develop innovative solutions for efficient water 

usage: recycling grey water, upcycling waste, developing a permaculture garden, 

designing an eco-brick pond, and even creating eco-brick furniture. They were active in 

all phases of their projects: design, execution, maintenance, and monitoring. 
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Results 

EPS saved 150,000 liters of water, organized a water fest to educate the community, and 

obtained 75 water conservation pledges. 

 

EPS was recognized as South Africa’s top Water Explorer team by an expert panel of 

sustainability specialists. The team went on to represent South Africa at the International 

Water Explorer event in London where it earned the Innovation and Student’s Choice 

Award. 

 

“Since we won the award in August 2018, we went to London where we met with other 

schools. We networked and shared information amongst the schools, which helped to 

develop our project further. We came back and raised awareness in our community and 

relevant stakeholders. 

Millions of South Africans were impacted since we were on national television. 

We got interviews from e-TV, UKhozi FM, 50/50 SABC 2. We invited all neighboring 

schools, sister departments and people from the community when WAFA ambassadors 

visited to talk about this project. 

“The project was duplicated to other schools by inviting them to an informative 

workshop after we came back from London. We also invited officials from the 

Department of Environmental Affairs, UGU District to expand the duplication.  

The local contacts also benefitted from this Award. The Inkosi of Mthimude Tribal 

Authority got to be visited by Princess Zama Zulu (WAFA Ambassador) where they got 

a platform to discuss ways to further develop the school and the community at large. 

Additionally, our local Municipality; Ray Nkonyeni Municipality registered this award as 

one of the greatest achievements by a school under their management. 

  This Award has impacted the school positively. It has motivated the learners to 

be confident and inspirational. The teachers are also proud of their school, which 

motivates them to work harder while integrating the water explorer knowledge into the 

every-day curriculum to keep the project's sustainability”.  

~ Bridget Ringdahl, 
Project Leader 

 

“You are all a ray of light and hope not just for your school and community but for the 

whole world. I am deeply impressed by the knowledge around environmental issues the 
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learners have demonstrated as well as their innovation. The eco-brick furniture is 

fantastic!”       

~ HRH Princess Zama Zulu at the Award event 
 

2019 

The WAFA Youth Climate Award (YCA) 
 

The 2018 UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) has called for a 50% reduction in CO2 

emissions by 2030 and net-zero carbon emissions by 

2050 as a minimum amount needed to prevent global 

temperatures rising 1.5° C. over pre-industrial levels. This 

is the biggest challenge humanity has ever faced.  

In response to this challenge, WAFA has strengthened its engagement in the global 

community to support climate change initiatives by launching the Youth Climate Award 

in 2020. The YCA honors young people under 25 who are working to mitigate climate 

change within their communities by raising awareness of the crisis and spearheading 

immediate action. 

 

The Award targets small-scale, sustainable projects suitable for global replication with 

international investment partners. 

 
Collaborators & Partners 

The Federation of Danish Industry has opened its network to WAFA News, which will 

reach 60,000 followers in Denmark and internationally. 

 

Global Giving, the world’s largest crowdfunding community, has accepted WAFA’s 

participation in fundraising campaigns and undertaken to match up to 50% of all 

donations received. 

 

Google has granted $10,000 of monthly advertising to support the Award process.   

Sustainability Science Centre (Copenhagen) has endorsed WAFA and opened its 

network for WAFA News, including the Call for Applications and other support. 
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British Chamber of Commerce to Denmark is supporting WAFA’s corporate relations, 

and with the British Embassy to Denmark, promoting the YCA at UN COP26 in 2021.  

 

TechSoup is providing software free of charge or at reduced rates. 

 

PeaceCast.tv is broadcasting documentaries about WAFA and Award Winners.  

 

Stuart Hoffman Band Camp is providing pro bono music production services to WAFA. 

Stuart Hoffman and Jenifer Edwards, WAFA volunteers, have created “One Lit Candle” 

in honor of youth climate pioneers.  

 

Idea Champions is providing storytelling and assisting with an SDG-business model and 

training.   
 
Prentiss Uchida international business consultant, is supporting WAFA strategic work 

and business model development. 

 

 
WAFA Participation in KPMG Award Programs Benchmarking Exercise 

International Consultancy KPMG conducted a benchmarking exercise of 10 international 

award programs to identify best practices in water security. The report, released in 2019, 

noted that WAFA: 

● has a high ethical standard; 

● has a unique selection process meeting the highest international standards. 

● is the only program offering three award categories: water, air, and food; 

● follows up with its winners. 

 

WAFA Presentation to Sustainability Decision Makers 

In September 2019, WAFA´s President shared the organization´s story to 50 company 

sustainability representatives. This significant occasion made WAFA’s voice heard in 

appealing for support to the “silent heroes” – grassroots leaders who rally their 

communities to solve their water, air and food security challenges with low-cost, low-

tech, high impact approaches. 
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Interview with WAFA Founder and President  

“An Increasing Number of Danes Become Climate Activists after their Death", an 

interview, with a Danish national newspaper, highlighted increasing bequests to climate 

initiatives and better provisions for healthy water, air and food for people in need.  
 

WAFA President’s Interview for “Brave Leaders” also including 
interviews with award winners 
Authors Margareta Barchan & Jeanne Westervelt write: “Much has 

been written about the heads (analytic and strategic ability) and 

hearts (emotional intelligence) of brave leaders. This book asks the 

question, “What about guts?”  
 

 
Award Selection Guidelines 

Marta Volpi (PhD - Microbiology) and Alper Almaz (PhD Candidate - Political Science, 

Visiting PhD researcher in Global Food Politics) led development of comprehensive 

guidelines to research and select Award candidates, completed in 2019. 

 

 
Milestones include: 

● a Phase B Award Application Form: clearly structured and focused;  

● a Phase C score sheet with selection criteria for shortlisted applications: innovation, 

sustainability, replicability, impact; 

● a Phase D score sheet for the Selection Committee: empowerment, economic 

feasibility, budget source, scalability, future plans, impact, environmental 

sustainability, replicability. 

 

 
  

 

Phase A Phase B Phase C Phase D Phase E 

Award 
Ceremonies 

“Call for 
applications

” OPEN 

“Call for 
applications
” CLOSE 

Shortlist of 
application

s 

Final list of 
applications - 

“VOTING 
CAMPAIGN”

starts 

Winners Next 
Award 

Phase F 
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Part III. Outcome Measurement 
 
Award Contribution to Winners’ Impact  
 
Africa Centre for Holistic Management (ACHM): WAFA 2014 Winner (Food Category) 

The Award strengthened funding proposals and have inspired individual donors. 

The number of communities exposed to the ideas continued to grow. On average, 200 

people were trained per year in Zimbabwe, Zambia and Botswana. 457 individuals were 

impacted in 2019 and 1,279,570 hectares positively influenced. Social benefits include 

healthier, more productive livestock which in turn supports livelihoods, decreases 

conflict, and strengthens community capacity to implement plans successfully. 

 

Two international campuses house the Savory Global Network of Hubs. People from 

around the world, particularly Africa, visit, attend twice-yearly trainings, or serve as 

interns.  
 
Kamalnayan Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation (KJBF): WAFA 2016 Winner (Water Category) 

The Award has highlighted the importance KJBF’s work in the press, which has inspired 

farming communities to join as financial partners. 

 

To date, the project has rejuvenated 224 watercourses over 586 km., benefitting 53,969 

families and bringing 2,34,211 acres of land under irrigation in Wardha district. Farmers´ 

incomes have increased. Villagers have implemented group activities aimed at social 

welfare and community development; farmers are now aware of government schemes 

and drawing benefits.  

 

Other communities have benefitted from the project, as the government has undertaken 

similar initiatives throughout Maharashtra in the last three years under its   flagship 

program, Jalayuta Shivar. 

 

In collaboration with the Government of Maharashtra and Tata Trust, KJBF has designed 

a project on the Rejuvenation of Yashoda River Basin, covering 153 villages, 24,000 

families, 630 km. of river, and 217,000 acres of land. 
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Going forward, KJBF will support innovative interventions in water resource 

development, notably river/stream rejuvenation, water management, and sustainable 

agriculture. A special focus will be natural farming, animal husbandry, and agro-based 

livelihood support through village-level institutions.     

 
Ebomvini Primary School (EPS): WAFA Winner 2018 (Youth Category) 

After winning, EPS representatives visited London, where they networked with other 

schools. They also appeared on television, impacting millions of South Africans. Other 

schools replicated the project. 

 

The Award inspired EPS learners to have confidence in themselves and teachers to 

integrate Water Explorer learnings into the curriculum to ensure the project´s 

sustainability.  

 

The community is now more knowledgeable and proactive in ways to use water 

resources sustainably. Plans are afoot to initiate more environmental projects in 

surrounding areas.  

 
 
People and Planet Life Foundation (PPLF): WAFA 2018 (Food Category) 

Since receiving the WAFA Award, PPLF has positively impacted the lives of 150 persons 

and increased the number of fishpond installations in Imo, Abia, Anambra, and Ebony: 

the four states of Nigeria’s South-Eastern Region. PPLF participants have increased 

product turnover and scaled up significantly.  

 

Societally, participants are engaging more positively in social issues. Respect for gender 

rights is growing. More children are also attending school.  

 

PPLF has developed a strategy to establish a major farm network in Nigeria, starting in 

the South Eastern Region. The strategy includes building one of Africa’s largest 

aquaculture development facilities through public-private partnership (PPP). 
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Global Visibility and Positioning 

WAFA’s growing presence is attested by the record number (171) and quality of 2018 

Award applications.  

The Youth Climate Award (YCA) has received an overwhelmingly positive response.  

 
Outreach  

WAFA maintains interest with stakeholders and well-wishers through sharing valuable 

content online via newsletters, LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube. 

 
Media Coverage 

In 2018, WAFA’s message reached 60 million people around the world through: 

 

● Online Broadcasting and Livestreaming: Positive Spin (WAFA promo, global reach) 

TV Broadcast: Peace Channels (WAFA Award live stream, global reach) and Anjan TV 

(WAFA videos, very wide coverage in India, over 30 million). 

● Print Media: Malaysian Press (Berita Harian – Malay, Star – English, Nanyan Sian Pau 

- Chinese); Asian Water Magazine; Business publications (edgemarket.com, Hype 

News, CSR.dk); The Korkman – Ireland. 

● Social Media: Newsletter 50%, Facebook 20%, Twitter 10%, LinkedIn 18.4%, 

Instagram 1.6%.  

 
 

*** END *** 

 

WATER AIR FOOD AWARDS (WAFA) 
www.wafaward.org • wafa@wafaward.org 

Meeting Space Denmark: Bloxhub • Bryghuspladsen 8 • 1453 Copenhagen K • Denmark 
HQ: Pontoppidansvej 18 C • DK-3000 Elsinore • Denmark • T +45 2162 3056  

 


