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How Global Compact can Participate in Refugees Aid



In February 2017, adopting the idea of providing “basic needs”, STUF United Fund distributed 30,000 
waterproof winter jackets to camps in Azraq, Jordan, Kilis, Turkey and Athens, Greece. This is the 2nd 
event providing basic needs done by STUF United Fund after 25,000 winter jackets and 10,000 rain coats 
were distributed in Turkey, Greece & Austria in early 2016. The costs of the winter jackets are contributed 
by the supporting bodies of STUF United Fund, WTCC members around the world and distributions were 
executed by the ETCC Team, a sub chapter of WTCC, with its current President, Ms. Sharon Araci, resides in 
Turkey. Through arrangements of ETCC member chapters, STUF worked with NRC, Norwegian Refugee 
Council, for distributions in Jordan, Red Crescent in Turkey, and ELPIDA in Athens, Greece; a very unique 
working model. 

“Syria is the biggest humanitarian and refugee crisis of our time, a continuing cause of 
su�ering for millions which should be garnering a groundswell of support around the 

world.”

Filippo Grandi, UNHCR High Commissioner

With Syria’s war heading into its sixth year, and 
no end in sight, the number of Syrians �eeing the 
country and entering the neighboring countries 
became a complex situation for the refugees and 
the hosting countries. Camp Azraq and Za’atari in 
Amman, Jordan, City of Kilis in Turkey and 
Schisto Camp in Greece were visited, to better 
understand how refugees are in their sanctuary 
site. 

Observations

This report is encouraged by Mr. Joseph 
Cornelius Donnelly, Caritas' Permanent Delegate 
to the United Nation. Caritas facilitated the �rst 
STUF United Fund winter jacket distribution in 
Austria.

Azraq Camp

At Azraq Camp, 10,000 waterproof winter jackets 
were distributed with the help of NRC. There are 
around 35,000 residents living in thousands of 
housing units at this camp with relatively tight 
security control from outside the neighborhood. 
Only two “Villages” in the camp were just hooked 
up with electricity in late 2016. That means 
residents in other villages are living daily life 
without electricity. The camp is developed and 
operated by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees in conjunction with 
the Government of Jordan.



With 44.2% of residents being children under the age of 12, the provision of basic education to children 
is problematic. According to the United Nations “My World”, a good education is seen as the foremost 
issue needed to improve lives and that the lack of a good education has the potential to impede all 
other progress.

Za’artari Camp

The commander of Za’artari Camp, Colonel Khalil Alabdallat, called its place “a city”. Located 10 km east 
of Mafraq, the camp now is the largest “city” in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan with around 135,000 
residents in a three-square-mile area.

 



From 2015 to 2016, rates of 
school enrollment increased 
by 3.4%. Currently, 20,771 
children, 50.8 percent girls 
and 49.2 percent boys, are 
enrolled in formal schools 
from an eligible population 
(5-17yrs) of 28,569. To 
further the quality of basic 
education, school 
expansion, class formation 
planning, the development 
of physical infrastructure, 

As Colonel Alabdallat indicated, in addition to the 
infrastructure provided by UNHCR in conjunction 
with Jordanian Government, the “City” also received 
support  from NGOs all over the world to provide a 
gym, soccer �eld, and computer lab in the  “Makani 
Centre” to provide enrichment and assist in skill 
training for youth. The camp welcomes and is in 
need for more help of this type to reduce the 
inequalities of the youth in the “City”. As an 
example of needs, one observation made was that 
the furniture in the facilities are all adult size, which 
could result in the children feeling very insu�cient.

together with investment in teaching and supervision practices are seeking to address barriers to 
enrollment and retention. To compliment formal education, 5,539 children have access to informal 
education and psychosocial support activities via 26 ‘Makani’ centers. While 3500 youth have access to 
skills training opportunities in the camp, the establishment of quality, relevant, �exible and diverse 
pathways to certi�ed post-basic and tertiary level learning opportunities is a priority. (UNHCR Za’artari 
Fact sheet, January, 2017)



Kilis

Kilis is a city in South-Central Turkey, near the border with 
Syria. It is famous for the fact that the number of Syrian 
refugees it hosts continues to outpace the number of local 
residents and lead it to be one of the nominees for the Noble 
Peace Prize in 2016. We were very impressed to learn from the 
Mayor of Kilis, Mr. Hasan Kara, what Kilis is doing to tackle its 
complex situation between Syrian refugees and it’s local 
citizens. Besides providing basic needs, such as shelter, food, 
clothes, medicine etc to survive; City of Kilis set up programs 
to train and assist refugees to look for opportunities to work 
and set up small businesses to improve their living 
conditions, to enable their children to receive education, to 
get better medical care, and �nally to become involved in 
society.

On February 9, 2017, STUF United Fund distributed 
10,000 waterproof winter jackets in Kilis through 
the cooperation of Turkey Red Crescent and Turkey 
Fashion & Apparel Federation. They participated in 
the processes of distributions and provided 
opportunities to interact with children and 
understand their needs.  Touring  enrichment 
programs the City of Kilis facilitated for refugees, 
such as cooking classes for women, children’s 
playroom, health and education class & computer 
class, we see something in common regardless of 
the location of the refugees. They all need to learn 
and play to not only recover emotionally, but also to 
live a life with dignity and prepare them for the 
future regardless the �nal destination of their 
journey. A lot of work can be done by organizations 
in all capacities around the world.

On February 9, 2017, STUF United Fund distributed 
10,000 water proof winter jackets in Kilis through the 
cooperation of Turkey Red Crescent and Turkey Fashion 
& Apparel Federation. Participated in the processes of 
distributions provided opportunity to interact with 
children and understand their needs. Touring  enrich-
ment programs  City of Kilis facilitated for refugees, 
such as Cooking classes for women, Children’s Play-
room, Health and Education Class & Computer Class, 
we see something in common regardless the location 
of the refugees. They all need to learn and play to not 
only recover emotionally, also live a life with dignity 
and prepare them for the future regardless the �nal 
destination of their journey. Lots of work can be done 
by organizations in all capacities around the world.



Schisto Camp, Athens, Greece

According to one of the IRC Brie�ngs, over one million people in search of sanctuary have traveled 
through Greece since 2015. The majority of refugees passing through Greece come from Syria, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and other countries rocked by war and violence. They all seek sanctuary in Europe.
When we visited the Schisto Camp near Athens, we learned the �rst demand from refugees upon their 
arrival after receiving the basic needs for survival is internet WiFi for them to connect with family, and 
friends that �ed to other areas or countries via smart phone. This demand shapes the needs of today’s 
refugees.
 
In cooperation with ELPIDA Association, another 10,000 waterproof winter jackets were distributed on 
February 15, 2017. At the request of ELPIDA Association President Madam   V. Vardinoyannis, some of 
these jackets will be distributed to Greek children in needful neighborhoods through ELPIDA. While 
hosting nations are helping refugees with their limited resources, how to address the needs of local 
citizens living in poverty at the same time is also an important issue that must be recognized.

Plans will be discussed by the STUF 
United Fund Board Meeting to 
propose more Aids in sustainable 
means, such as computer skills 
development and vocational 
training, using successful 
achievements done by a�liations of 
STUF United Fund. STUF is 
committed to return to Kilis for 
support. We thank the City of Kilis 
and its residents for providing a 
valuable model for us to work 
toward a more sustainable 
humanitarian aid program.



In committing a more 
cohesive cooperation with 
ELPIDA, a MoU was signed 
by President of ELPIDA 
Association, Madam 
Marianna Vardinoyannis, 
and STUF CEO, Je� Yao, on 
February, 10, 2017 at ELPIDA 
Headquarters in Athens. 
Madam Vardinoyannis is an 
UNESCO Goodwill 
Ambassador which gave us 
the honor of her signing this 
MoU.

Get Involved

Although 2017 seems to be a year of diplomacy on the war in Syria, many �ed refuges see no going 
home. Even with all UN Agencies, Programs & NGOs in presence, there are still endless needs for more 
support for refugees. 

This time, it took less than 30 days for STUF United Fund to raise enough funds to cover production 
costs for 30,000 waterproof winter jackets and shipping costs to destinations in three nations. The funds 
are contributed by a group of small businesses from around the world who are also members of WTCC. 
We have learned from our experiences throughout the distribution process and built relationships with 
NRC, Red Crescent, and ELPIA. This has help set up a platform to execute future activities with our 
partners.

If the model can be duplicated in other organizations and the platform can be expanded, more small 
business partners around the world can be recruited and participate in activities to support refugees. A 
way of promoting this concept is to get Global Compact members involved in helping refugees while 
adopting Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact. Small businesses can provide resources to enrich 
youth’s daily life in the camp, also helping to prepare themselves when returning home or moving to 
the next destination.

•  Certified Vocational Training Specialized for Youth
•  Digital Language Learning Programs
•  Social Network Game

While there is still hope that diplomacy might be able to cease the con�icts in Syria, the help to 
refugees for now and the future cannot stop. We need more people to get involved. Grouping small 
businesses around the world represents an idea for people to work together to promote stability, 
prosperity, and peaceful coexistence to comply with the UN SDG 2030 Agenda.  


