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BACKGROUND 

In July 2016 , there where 180 trees felled in Mount Arunachala Hill in Tiruvanamalai,  

to widen Girivalam pathway, despite an interim stay by National Green Tribunal 

 bench on felling trees.  

 

Mostly farmers and natives, who for generations have preserved and protected the  

scared grooves and forest vegetation of the hill, claimed that contractors are continuing  

to execute the road widening project by cutting trees indiscriminately, though  

the district administration on record maintains to have stopped all the work pending  

further orders from the tribunal.  

 

Sri Joydip Ashram has already worked on 2014 and recommended for 

protection, of the outstanding cultural and natural environment of Arunachala, in United 

Nations Global Compact. We have now started a grass root movement to implement our earlier 

project of “Protecting the outstanding natural and cultural environment of Arunachala”. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF AN ENVIROMENTAL MOVEMENT 

• Problems are identified 
but public interest is not 
build. 

• Experts and  
Organizations are already 
discussing the problems . 
In this case , Forest Way 
was working with local 
government  from 2003 
and Sri Joydip Ashram 
was working with United 
Nations Global Compact 
with the same problem in 
2014. 

Pre Problem 
Stage 

•Environmental problem 
receives attention of media 
and therefore noticed by 
public. And so people have 
started pressurizing the 
Government . 

• From July 2016 
Organization like Daya Ex 
nora and  activist and locals 
have come together come 
for protest by Campaign 
and in NGT. 

Alarm Discovery 
Stage • Now in 

August 
2016? 

Stage of Realizing 
Cost of Progress 
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WHAT IS THE STAGE OF REALISING COST OF PROGRESS? 

 

Protecting the 
outstanding cultural and 
natural environment of 

Arunachala would 
require money 

It also requires 
attention to the 

problem 

Implementing 
partial solution 

like new 
legislation 

And then there 
is a possibility 

that the 
movement will 

give positive 
outcome 

Public realizes solving 
the problem would 

cost money 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF 

SAVE GIRIVALAM PATH MOVEMENT 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DON’T REALIZE THE COST OF PROGRESS ? 

• We reach in 
other stages of 
the movement 

Other Stages 

• Media will direct its 
attention to other topics 

• People no longer take 
interest and  public 
interest declines 

Decline of 
Public Interest •The solutions remain 

unimplemented 

• No new organization and 
legislation are formed and there 
is no money and resource for 
addressing the problem. 

Post problem 
Phase 
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STRATEGIES ( RIGHT THINGS) FOR GROWTH HACKING OF SAVE GIRIVALAM PATH MOVEMENT 

FORMING A NEW ORGANISATION / COMMITTEE TO LOOK AFTER THE PROBLEM 

INCREASING THE ENVIROMENTAL CONCIOUSNESS AROUND ARUNACHALA BUILDING A BETTER ADMINSTRATIVE SYSTEM FOR IMPLEMENTING THE LEGAL STATUS. 

FORMING AN NEW LEGISLATION  ARUNACHALA ACT 

POLITICAL LOOBBYING IN  PARLIAMENT AND ASSEMBLY FOR CONSIDERING ARUNACHALA AS 
EDUCATION HUB OF ADVAITA PHILOSOPHY AND GIVING IT AN IMPORTANT LEGAL STATUS  

THIS HELLPS MORE FUNDS , RESOURCES AND PUBLIC ATTENTION FOR THE PROTECTING THE 
OUTSTANDING NATURAL AND CULTURAL ENVIROMENT OF ARUNCHALA 

CHARGING A PENALTY OF 120 CRORE  FOR DESTROYING 180 TREES IN NGT 

ENSURES RESOURCES FOR PROTECTING THE OUTSTANDING CULTURAL AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT GIVES A LONG TERM PUBLIC AND MEDIA ATTENTION OVER THE PROBLEM 

PROTECTING THE OUTSTANDING NATURAL AND CULTURAL 

 ENVIRONMENT OF ARUNACHALA  



            SRI JOYDIP 
www.srijoydipashram.org 

IMPORTANT TIMELINES 

5th August – Launching of Whispering Campaign “Together we will go far” to bring 
all the stakeholder of Save Girivalam Project together. 
10th August  - Joint Meeting of All NGO’s and Activist on “Protecting the outstanding  
natural and cultural environment of Arunachala. 
11th August – Workshop of Digital PR strategies for Media Campaign on Save  
Girivalam path projects volunteer. Fundraising training for Save Girivalam Project 
Volunteers. Political lobbying for Arunachala Bill and Arunachala Act starts. 
15th August – Launch of “Digital PR Campaign of Save Girivalam Path” 
17th August – Hearing on NGT 
18th August – Release of “Root of I” on demanding special attention of Arunachala 
Bill and Arunachala Act and sending to Indian Film Festival and Kolkata Film Festival. 
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ORGANISING PROTECT ARUNACHALA ENVIRONMENT MOVEMENT 

Core Team 

Media Team 

Filmmaker 
Writers 
Artist 

Reporters 
Locals 

 

Legal Team 
Lawyers 
Judges 

Political lobbying 
Team 

 
Politicians 

Administrator
s 
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 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF 

SAVE GIRIVALAM PATH MOVEMENT 

OPERATING PHILOSOPHY OF SAVE GIRIVALAM PATH MOVEMENT 

Act on 
Inspiration 

Doing  Girivalam is the 
best way to save 
Girivalam path. 

Girivalam is a Yoga, whose 
Essence is action creates love 
,devotion and understanding  

That’s why encourage  people 
to protest by doing Girivalam 

Yoga. 

Be open to the 
inspiration all the 

time. 
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WISE ACTION FOR SAVE GIRIVALAM PATH MOVEMENT 

Media 
Trial 

• Do it by encouraging people by protesting procession in doing girivalam in 14 km stretch with placards 

• Ask people to dress as tree with mouth shut and move around the path and carry placards , that I am this 
tree and I have been killed. 

•  Cover this creative expressions in media , in digital and print media . Make films and also give interviews, 
in night make candle walks and turn a grassroots movement  around the girivalam path 

Legal  
Trial 

•  Show footages of audio visual of the coverage of the movement and ask them why they should give 
penalty of 120 crores 

•  Start making petition for penalty and keep the legal pressure on by doing Girivalam at the time of NGT 
hearing with live telecast in NGT and other media channels that pressure is created on NGT. 

Political 

Lobbying  

•  Ask political parties to show protest by doing process around the Girivalam path 

•  Ask them to start a new legislation and hand it as a Bill to Parliament through Ministry of HRD. 
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PROTECT THE OUTSTANDING NATURAL AND  
CULTURAL ENVIROMENT OF ARUNACHALA 
 
 
 
 
                               THANK YOU 
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