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2. Esquel Libraries

In Xinjiang, schools and families find it difficult to afford
extra-curricular books for their children even though
everyone recognizes the importance of reading to a
proper education. Given the lack of teaching resources in
Xinjiang, the access to knowledge through extra-curricular
books is all the more important.

We strongly believe that donating libraries is an effective
way to enhance learning, as books can be passed on
from child to child. The sharing of these resources is
endless, providing a sustainable source of education to
the youth of Xinjiang. As of 2006, the Foundation has
donated over 333,000 books to 1,006 schools throughout
Xinjiang. The Foundation will continue on this effort as a
way to complement classroom teaching.
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4. Esquel Schools

A safe learning environment is essential for children. In
the rural areas of Xinjiang, many school facilities are run
down, with under-lit classrooms and structurally unsafe
buildings. The Foundation has been financing the
reconstruction of decrepit schools in the areas of Awaiti,
Bachu, Shaya and Luopu, turning them into safe
learning environments.

The donation is provided under detailed agreements on
construction fee, building usage and specifications. The
agreement has to be jointly endorsed by the relevant
local authorities, the school and Esquel - Y.L. Yang
Education Foundation. Work groups are sent to inspect
progress and the finished building.

As of 2006, 12 schools have been built or renovated
under the joint efforts of local authorities and the
Foundation. The Foundation will continue to identify
schools in need.
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5. Esquel Mobile Laboratory

The Mobile Laboratory is a bus traveling throughout
Xinjlang. Each road trip features games, models,
presentations and exercises to raise awareness on
environment conservation. Demonstrations of natural
elements - air, water, light - as well as the natural
resources particular to Xinjiang are introduced to the
children via games, quizzes, cartoons and
presentations. The tours are administered by Esquel
staff as volunteers.

In view of the effectiveness of this program in Xinjiang,
beginning in March 2007, there will be a second Eco-
mobile Laboratory traveling in Guangdong Province,
Southern China. The second bus will aim at covering
the remote regions of Western Guangdong, and will be
operated by Esquel volunteers.




